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INTRODUCTION
For a third consecutive year,
LA2050 challenged Angelenos to
propose creative ideas to shape
the future of our communities
and the Los Angeles region.
Angelenos responded
enthusiastically to the call with
wide-ranging and innovative
ideas about how they plan to
make LA the best place to
LEARN, CREATE, PLAY,
CONNECT, and LIVE by the year
2050.
In its third year, we learned–to
our pleasant surprise–that the
passion to contribute to charting
a positive course for the future
was as strong as ever. In 2015,
we received the greatest number
of submissions yet, 302 proposals
brimming with creativity and
collective spirit to shape a brighter
future for Los Angeles.

The submissions we received in
2015 shed light on local
priorities and opportunities for
impact, as identiﬁed by LA’s
strong community of civic
activists. This report provides a
deeper look at the diverse array
of submissions to the My
LA2050 Grants Challenge.
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OVERVIEW
BUILDING LA’S EDUCATION
PIPELINE
Angelenos are passionate about
preparing youth for the future.
As in years past, the LEARN
category received the highest
number of submissions. In total,
there were 79 proposals to
support education and youth
workforce development from
early childhood through
post-secondary.
OVERALL SUBMISSIONS
primary goal category

LEARN 26%
CREATE 16%
PLAY 13%
CONNECT 21%
LIVE 24%

79

LEARN PROPOSALS

And while many proposals in
the LEARN category were
focused on metrics related to
improving educational quality
and reducing achievement
gaps, the Angeleno community
is taking a big picture
approach to education and
student success.
Of the nearly dozen metrics to
make Los Angeles the best
place to learn, most
submissions prioritized
investing in LA’s education
pipeline. Applicants in the
LEARN category underscored
that systems to support
seamless transitions between
high school, college, and the
workforce are vital to paving
the way for a more thriving
metropolis in the years to
come.
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IMPROVING THE REGION’S RESILIENCE
Making LA the best place to live was the second most popular
goal category, receiving 24% of overall submissions. In the
face of a changing climate and the drought in California,
submissions to make LA more livable focused on our capacity to

24%

be resilient in response to environmental challenges.

OVERALL SUBMISSIONS
secondary goal category

My LA2050 applicants work across issue areas to find
solutions to LA’s intractable problems. Two-thirds of
proposals indicated that their project would impact
more than one goal category.

20%

LEARN 09%
CREATE 11%
PLAY 12%
CONNECT 20%
LIVE 12%

CONNECT GOAL

In particular, 20% of submissions also touched on the
CONNECT goal. Civic engagement as a tool for
improving social connectedness has emerged year over
year as a cornerstone for effecting change in Los
Angeles. 82% of submitters planned to use the grant
award to engage residents and stakeholders.

DON’T STOP BELIEVING
These past My LA2050
winners reapplied to
extend the impact of
their work.

DOWNTOWN WOMEN’S CENTER //
CICLAVIA // CITY YEAR + PARTNERSHIP FOR LOS
ANGELES SCHOOLS // INCUBATOR SCHOOL
PUBLIC MATTERS // 826LA
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HOW DO APPLICANTS PLAN TO USE THESE
RESOURCES TO MAKE A CHANGE?

PROPOSAL
CATEGORY

LEARN

CREATE

PLAY

CONNECT

LIVE

total proposals
ENGAGE
RESIDENTS +
STAKEHOLDERS

249

EXPAND A PILOT
OR PROGRAM

207

IMPLEMENT PILOT
OR NEW PROJECT

172

CONDUCT
RESEARCH

129

ADVOCATE WITH
POLICYMAKERS
AND LEADERS

118

MOBILIZE FOR
SYSTEMS CHANGE

105

OTHER

60

IMPLEMENT AND
TRACK POLICY

44
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OVERVIEW
PROPOSALS

40

CONTINUED

METRIC

LEARN METRICS

Education pipeline (an integrated network of pre-schools, K-12 institutions, and higher
education systems that prepares students for seamless transitions, between high school,
higher education institutions, and the workforce)*

27

Academic Performance Index scores

23

District-wide graduation rates

23

College matriculation rates

21

HS student proficiency in English & Language Arts and Math

20

Truancy rates in elementary and middle school*

15

Youth unemployment and underemployment

15

Suspension and expulsion rates*

14

Percent of community college students completing a certificate, degree, or transfer-related
program in six years

11
8

PROPOSALS

Percentage of children enrolled in early education programs
Students perceived sense of safety at and on the way to school*

METRIC

CREATE METRICS

45

Jobs per capita

43

Employment in the creative industries

22

Arts establishments per capita

18

Minority- and women-owned firms

15

Number of high growth startups

13

Measures of cultural and global economic influence (“soft power”)*

12

Concentration of manufacturing activity in Los Angeles

11

Patents per capita

10

Unemployment rates (and opportunities) for the formerly incarcerated *

7

*Dream Metric

Percentage of graduates from local higher education institutions who remain in LA County
five years after graduating*

6

Recruiting and retention rates at local higher education institutions*

5

Venture capital investment

5

Federal research grant funding

2

GINI coefficient

*Dream Metric
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METRIC

55

Number (and quality) of informal spaces for play*

32

Access to open space and park facilities

28

Number of children enrolled in afterschool programs

23

Number of residents with easy access to a “vibrant” park*

18

Percentage of residents who feel safe in their neighborhoods

16

Number of parks with intergenerational play opportunities*

15

Residents within 1⁄4 mile of a park*

8

Per capita crime rates

1

Attendance at major league sporting events

PROPOSALS

METRIC

PLAY METRICS

*Dream Metric

CONNECT METRICS

38

Adults getting sufficient social & emotional support

31

Attendance at cultural events

30

Government responsiveness to residents’ needs*

30

Rates of volunteerism

26

Percentage of Angelenos who volunteer informally*

25

Attendance at public/open street gatherings*

23

Total number of Angelenos' local social media friends and connections

14

Participation in neighborhood councils

12

Voting rates by race

9

Number of public transit riders

5

Access to free wi-fi

4

Transit-accessible housing and employment (the share of housing units and percentage of
jobs that are located within a half-mile of transit)

4

Median travel time to work

2

Residential segregation

*Dream Metric
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METRIC

LIVE METRICS

52

Percentage of LA communities that are resilient

31

Prevalence of adverse childhood experiences

25

Access to healthy food

21

Number of households below the self-sufficiency index

20

Obesity rates

18

Rates of mental illness

17

Exposure to air toxins

16

Percent of imported water

16

Percentage of tree canopy cover

15

Percentage of residents receiving coordinated healthcare services

14

Acres and miles of polluted waterways

13

Healthcare access

12

Rates of homelessness

12

Walk/bike/transit score

*Dream Metric
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MY LA2050 BY THE #S

77
18

%
%

OF SUBMITTERS WERE
NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS

OF APPLICANTS WERE

3/4 WERE NEW APPLICANTS TO THE MY

FOR- PROFIT/SOCIAL

LA2050 GRANTS CHALLENGE

BENEFIT ORGANIZATIONS

34 %
OF SUBMISSIONS
IMPACTED
LA COUNTY

43 %

12 %
WERE SPECIFICALLY
GEARED TOWARD
LA CITY

32 %

OF

SUBMISSIONS WERE
IN THE PILOT STAGE

11 %
SERVED THE
LA UNIFIED
SCHOOL DISTRICT

47%

OF SUBMISSIONS WERE THE

PROPOSED EXPANDING

RESULT OF A PRE-EXISTING OR

OR MODIFYING AN

PROPOSED COLLABORATION

EXISTING PROGRAM

BETWEEN ORGANIZATIONS.
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TRENDS
So what did we ﬁnd when we crowdsourced bright ideas to big
challenges? Let’s take a look at some of the trends.

YOUTH
WORKFORCE

1

DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL
EMOTIONAL

2

TECH SOLUTIONS

FOR VULNERABLE

4

5

EQUAL ACCESS TO
TRANSPORTATION

MENTAL

AND PARKS

3
6
7

PARTICIPATION

COMMUNITIES

LEARNING AND
WELLNESS

VOTER

BUILDING

ENVIRONMENTAL
RESILIENCY

CREATING THE
PIPELINE OF
FUTURE

PROBLEM-SOLVERS
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YOUTH WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT
Reﬂecting the interest in creating career pipelines for students,
many proposals focused on youth workforce development.
PUBLIC MATTERS imagined

In collaboration with East

more than a workforce

Los Angeles College

training program for young

(ELAC), the LA

men and women of color

BIOSCIENCE HUB (LABH)

living in under-resourced

is positioning Los Angeles

communities.

as a leader in the bioscience

Their Urban Futures Lab
fellowship program provides
hands-on training to build the
career arcs of young adults
aged 18-24 as civic leaders
and problem solvers in their
communities. Through
mentorship, community
engagement, and local,
client-based projects, the
program develops career and
community-building skills, all
while paying a living wage.

sector. Through the Biotech
Leaders Academy, LABH
places ELAC students in
summer internships at
biotech ﬁrms in LA.
The internships and a
complementary summer
curriculum expose
community college students
to the opportunities and
pathways for creating a
biotech startup.
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TECH SOLUTIONS FOR
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES
Angelenos are determined to address the immense gaps in services and
opportunities for the nearly 30,000 children in foster care in Los Angeles
County. And using technology as a vehicle for change is a top interest.
LIVING ADVANTAGE, INC. designed a “lock box” that electronically stores vital
life documents like birth or medical records for foster youth. This tool provides
foster youth with proof of identity and documentation that are required to connect
to municipal services like transportation, housing, and employment. This tech
solution significantly relieves the burden of keeping track of physical documents
amid the uncertainty of everyday life, especially with temporary residence.
THE ALLIANCE FOR CHILDREN'S RIGHTS (ACR) is building on their Know Before
You Go initiative to bring resources right to the fingertips of LA's transition-age
foster youth (ages 16-24).
With a location-based B4UGO app, youth
would be connected to nearby
resources, including food banks,
housing, and clinics. And to build
community among transition-age youth,
ACR would supplement the app with a
talk-show style YouTube channel, along
with a website clearinghouse, dedicated
to sharing information and stories to help
foster youth achieve success in life,
school, and work.
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VOTER PARTICIPATION
In the lead-up to a major election year, tech and digital solutions to
spur voter participation were bright spots in the submissions.

VOTER’S proposal to deliver “Politics in 8 Seconds”
pairs reliable, nonpartisan research with sleek visual
design to create a more informed populace. Billed as
“the Tinder for politics,” the Voter mobile app provides
information about political candidates with the ease of
just a few swipes, helping users become more civically
literate and confident voters at the polls. To make LA
the best place to connect, Voter proposed curating data
for neighborhood council elections in Los Angeles to
improve the county’s alarmingly low voter turnout rates.
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SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING
AND MENTAL WELLNESS
In light of local and national tragedies, LA organizations are leading
the way to advance social-emotional learning and mental wellness
programs.

CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE, INC.

CITIZENS OF THE WORLD

(CII) hopes to break the cycle of

CHARTER SCHOOLS is

trauma by helping children in

developing a model

LA’s most challenged

incorporating social-

communities heal from family

emotional learning into

and community violence while

everyday curricula,

building the interpersonal skills

emphasizing self-regulation

to lead healthy, productive

and social connection for

adult lives.

healthy child development
and school safety.
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EQUAL ACCESS TO
TRANSPORTATION AND PARKS
Los Angeles is home to an abundance of rich natural resources, and
applicants submitted ideas that aspire to provide more equitable
access to open space around the region.

THE COUNCIL OF MEXICAN FEDERATIONS’

THE NATIONAL PARK

(COFEM) San Gabriel Mountains Forever

FOUNDATION’S Every

transit-to-trails pilot program tackled both the

Kid in a Park proposed a

lack of public transit options for low-income

similar idea to transport

communities and the lack of access to open

8,000 fourth grade

space. COFEM proposed research to determine

students, primarily from

which communities would benefit most from

Title I schools, to

having access to the forests of the San Gabriel

nearby national parks

Mountains and to address the gap in access

for educational field

through a free shuttle service. COFEM wanted

trips.

to take its proposal a step further by
advocating for increased access through policy
on behalf of the communities identified.
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BUILDING ENVIRONMENTAL
RESILIENCY
Last year was the warmest on record, California’s water crisis has
never been more urgent, and seismologists are predicting ‘The Big
One’ any day in LA. It is no surprise then that most submissions in
the LIVE category aimed to build resiliency, especially in LA’s most
vulnerable communities.
STRATEGIC CONCEPTS IN ORGANIZING
AND POLICY EDUCATION (SCOPE) & US
GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL LOS ANGELES
CHAPTER (USGBC-LA) are getting proactive
in South LA about building resiliency. But to
these organizations, a resilient future is about
more than preparing for disaster when it
strikes. It’s about addressing the day-to-day
stressors that weaken residents’ ability to
respond to the shocks of natural and
environmental disasters.

A TREND IN DEPTH:

BUILDING LA’S CLIMATE AND DISASTER
EMERGENCY RESILIENCY

Discussions about resiliency in Los Angeles are at a
fever pitch. The Rockefeller Foundation named Los
Angeles as one of its 100 Resilient Cities in 2013
and dedicated funding to establish the city’s first
Chief Resilience Officer. This recognition is
enabling the City to develop a broad strategy for
resilience that invests equitably in the social and
physical infrastructures within LA’s communities.
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Since the adoption of Mayor Eric
Garcetti’s Sustainable City pLAn one
year ago, huge strides have been made
to improve resiliency and sustainability.
Mayor Garcetti signed into law an
ordinance mandating the retrofitting of
thousands of seismically vulnerable
buildings, making them safer and less
susceptible to structural damage in the
event of a quake. Other resiliency
efforts have included installing climate
cool roofs in collaboration with

In addition to developing a
community-informed vision for a
resilient future and investing in
sustainable infrastructure,
SCOPE and USGBC-LA hope to
address high unemployment,
inefficient public transportation,
and a general lack of
opportunity––the stressors that
leave residents strapped for
resources even before the
impact of a natural disaster.

Homeboy Industries and piloting
new storm catchment systems to
create a more sustainable water
supply.
Los Angeles still has a long way to
go, but the number of submissions
we saw offering new solutions and
strategies for resilience are keeping
us optimistic.
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CREATING THE PIPELINE OF
FUTURE PROBLEM-SOLVERS
We saw a rise in proposals related to Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and requests for spaces that
cultivate design thinking in young students.
DIY GIRLS is approaching STEM
education and real-world problem
solving through the ‘Making for
Good’ initiative. DIY Girls’ program
would help young girls study the
health and environmental issues
related to poor air quality and
develop solutions to these complex
issues through design thinking, 3D
printing, and other digital
technologies. The program is not
only encouraging girls to change
the world, but providing them with
the practical and technical tools to
do so.
LAUSD’s first all-girls public STEM
school, the GIRLS ACADEMIC

LEADERSHIP ACADEMY is
creating a makerspace to provide
students with hands-on experiential
learning using new technologies
and innovative processes. In the
collaborative workspace, the girls
will apply their academic and
technology skills to build projects.

As the tech sector booms in Silicon Beach,
innovators and entrepreneurs are looking for
opportunities to bridge the gap between the
industry and the communities of color that
surround them. PLUG IN SOUTH LA aspires
to transform South LA into a tech hub by
facilitating collaborations to generate new
startups in the community and inspire a new
generation of entrepreneurs.

PORTTECH is supporting the entrepreneurial
spirit to solve environmental challenges in and
around the ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach. Through a three-pronged approach,
PortTech is working with innovators and
students to identify, nurture, and retain local
startups invested in cleantech and advanced
manufacturing to rebuild the port communities.
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CONCLUSION
This report presents some of the data and trends
that emerged from the 2015 My LA2050 Grants
Challenge.
We want to thank everyone who submitted and
participated in voting for bringing us one step
closer to a healthier, more livable and connected
LA. We have high hopes for the future and can’t
wait to see what you come up with next.
The 2016 My LA2050 Grants Challenge launches
September 6th. Visit challenge.la2050.org for
more information.
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